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the east was a rich fertile plain; the southern division had a
luxuriant vegetation; and the west had a soil coarse and gravelly.

INDIAN MEASURES OP SPACE.

Our author now proceeds to give the names of measures
of space and time -which were in use among the people
of India or were taught in their standard books of learning
and religion.

He begins at the top of the gradation with the Yojana which,
he says, had always represented a day's journey for a royal
army. The old Chinese equivalent for it, he says, was 40 li, the
people of India counted it as thirty li, while the Buddhist books
treated it as equal to only sixteen li.

We are not told, however, that in India the Yojana
varied in different places and at different times.

Then the Yojana, he states, was divided into eight Krosa, the
Krosa into 500 Bows, the Bow into four Cubits, and the Cubit
into twenty-four Fingers. Forgetting, apparently, to mention
the division of the Finger into three Joints Yuan-chuang pro-
ceeds to state the division of the Finger-joint into seven "Wheat
(properly Barley)-grains. Thence the subdivision by sevens is
carried on through the Louse, the Nit, Crevice-dust, Ox-hair
[Dust], Sheep-wool [Dust], Hare-hair [Dust], Copper [Dust],
"Water [Dust], and Fine Dust to Extremely Fine Dust. This
last is the ultimate monad of matter and is indivisible.

This enumeration of Indian measures of space -was ap-
parently written down from memory, and it does not quite
agree with any of the other accounts we have. In the
Abhidharmamahavibhasha-lun, * compiled by the 500 Arhats
and translated by Yuan-chuang, we find a similar enume-
ration, leaving it undecided, however, whether "seven copper-
dusts" made one "Water-dust", or seven of the latter made
one of the former. In this, and in the other books in which
we find the measures of space given, the word for dust is
added to each of the terms Ox-hair, Sheep-wool, Hare's-
hair, Copper, and "Water, and I have accordingly inserted
it in the version here given of Yuan-chuang's account.
Instead of Pung, copper, the D text has chin, gold, perhaps

i Abhidharma-ta-vibhasha-lun, ch. 136 (Bun. No. 1263).